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Maja Arte Contemporanea is delighted to present the gallery's first collaboration with perfor-
mance artist Marta Jovanović. 

Entitled "Motherhood", the exhibit will open Friday, November 25 2022 (6 to 9 pm) in the gal-
lery's spaces in Via di Monserrato 30 (Rome).  

The sculpted pieces are the outcome of the eponymous performance held by Jovanović in 
February 2016, at the "O3one Gallery" in Belgrade. During the performance, Jovanović struck 
246 eggs hanging from the ceiling, rupturing them one-by-one. The eggs symbolically num-
bered each fertile day from the artist's first menstruation to the date of the performance.  

The ruptured shells were then turned into unique electroformed copper sculptures, numbered 
and plated in 24K gold. 

"Each egg I broke during the performance is a missed opportunity at maternity in the name of 
art," Jovanović says not without a touch of irony. Her pieces alchemically transform what might 
otherwise exist as a sacrilege in dystopian worlds such as the one imagined by Margareth 
Atwood in "The Handmaid's Tale". 

Anja Foerschner notes, "through this work, Jovanović provides an ironic counter perspective 
to the destruction of her eggs in her performance: not only are the eggs being carefully re-
stored in the installation, they — and thus her 'wasted opportunities' — have even been literally 
turned into gold." 

The performance "Motherhood" is rooted in a moment of profound change for Jovanović one 
that brought her to revisit her life choices and reflect on the status of 'female artist' in a patri-
archal society. The installation is thus surprisingly transformative, becoming a cathartic expe-
rience for both artist and viewer. We are welcomed by a beautiful constellation of golden eggs: 
these are shells but they are also the precious custodians of wishes; in them the latter travel 
towards their Moon where they are collected — alongside madness — with all that is lost or 
merely transformed.  

The installation is curated by Sauro Radicchi. 
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Twould take too long to relate in rhyme 

All the things he saw there, in that valley, 

Viewed thousands upon thousands, at a time, 

The results of our lives, each casualty; 

Yet little or no sign of that madness 

Rarely absent from Earth one must confess. 

Ludovico Ariosto, “Orlando Furioso” (Astolfo on the Moon) / trans. A.S. Kline 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE ARTIST 

Marta Jovanović (b. Belgrade, Serbia - 1978) is a performance artist and educator with a mis-
sion to promote and facilitate further progress of the discipline.  

Founder of the Performance Art Program at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Belgrade, artist 
in residency at The Getty Research Institute in Los Angeles in 2017, Jovanović is also  the sub-
ject of the multiple award-winning documentary "Born Just Now", by the American director 
Robert Adanto. 

Her works, among which the most notable ones are "Pionirka", "It is My Body", "Love", and 
"Motherhood", are in important private and museum collections.  

The performance "BelgradeMermaid" opened the Belgrade Biennale in 2018, while its continu-
ation "Mermaid's Tale" became a performance in Virtual Reality the following year.  

Curator Kathy Battista wrote a survey of the artist's early works titled "Marta Jovanovic: Per-
forming the Self", which was published by the Martin E. Segal Theatre Center of City University 
of New York, while in the book "New York New Wave", Battista positions Jovanović among the 
most urgent New York City contemporary feminist artists. 

Marta Jovanović is a professor and the Head of the Visual Arts Department at RUFA – Rome 
University of Fine Arts. 

 


